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EUCHARIST THIS WEEK

Monday 8:00 a.m. St. John

Friday 8:00 p.m. St. John

Saturday 5:30 p.m. St. Bernard

Sunday 9:00 a.m. St. John

  11:30 a.m. St. Mark

St. John Neumann Church is open for private prayer

every day during daylight.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered

before each Eucharist or by appointment,

and at St. Bernard on Saturdays 4:30-5:00 p.m.

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick

is available any time upon request.

To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement
agency, or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800-352-6513.

To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
to the Diocese, please contact the Diocese at 888-434-6237 or 304-233-0880.

To report suspected cases of sexual misconduct or sexual abuse by a bishop or eparch,
please contact  ReportBishopAbuse.org  or call 800-276-1562.

Lectionary for Mass for use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All
rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including
electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner.  Used with permission.

OUR MISSION

Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart,
soul, mind,
and strength.
Love your neighbor as yourself.
(Mark 12:30-31, NAB-RE)

ST. JOHN NEUMANN PARISH & CHURCH OFFICE, 714 Tenth Avenue, Marlinton WV 24954
ST. MARK THE EVANGELIST MISSION, 92 Catholic Church Road, Rts 250 & 92, Bartow WV 24920

ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX CHAPEL, 6332 Snowshoe Drive, Snowshoe WV 26209
Telephone:  St. John Neumann 304-799-6778, St. Bernard of Clairvaux 304-572-0847

Website:  PocahontasCatholic.org
E-mail:  Pastor@PocahontasCatholic.org

Please call the Church office (304-799-6778) if you know of a parishioner who is
sick, in the hospital or nursing home, homebound, deployed, or in prison.

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE PASSAGE

But I will leave as a remnant in your midst
a people humble and lowly.

(Zephania 3:12, NAB-RE)

ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTES

• R.I.P. Drema Moore of St. John Neumann.  Arrangements are not yet complete.
• Everyone is welcome to help take down our Christmas

decorations next Sunday (February 8) at St. John
Neumann and St. Mark the Evangelist.  By current
practice, the Christmas season ends with the Feast of
the Baptism of the Lord, but an older tradition extended
the Christmas season for 40 days until the Feast of the
Presentation of the Lord, celebrated this week on Monday (February 2).

• German immigrants started Ground Hog Day in Pennsylvania in the nineteenth
century, on the same day as the Feast of the Presentation of our Lord, which

celebrates the
presentation of
Jesus Christ in
the temple in
Jerusalem, 40
days after his
birth, “A light

for revelation to the Gentiles.” 
Also called Candlemas, the feast

would begin
in a darkened
church with people lighting candles from a single flame.  Being
during the long dark days of winter, often weather would be
predicted based on whether or not the sun was out.  And so the
badger (in Germany) became the groundhog (in the USA),

seeing or not seeing its shadow, supposedly predicting the early or late coming of
spring.  What will Punxsutawney Phil see?  Do we want an early spring this year?

LAST WEEKEND

                                       attendance     collection

St. John Neumann 5 $380.00
   Developing Countries collection $50.00
St. Mark the Evangelist
St. Bernard of Clairvaux 84 $1,375.00
   Fund for the Poor $317.00
total 89 $2,122.00



FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A

First Reading (Zephania 2:3; 3:12-13)

Seek the LORD, all you humble of the earth,
who have observed his law;
seek justice, seek humility;
perhaps you may be sheltered
on the day of the LORD's anger.

But I will leave as a remnant in your midst
a people humble and lowly,
who shall take refuge in the name of the LORD:
the remnant of Israel.
They shall do no wrong
and speak no lies;
nor shall there be found in their mouths
a deceitful tongue;
they shall pasture and couch their flocks
with none to disturb them.

Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10,
Grail translation, 1963)

Response: Blessed are the poor in spirit; 
the kingdom of heaven is theirs!

It is he who keeps faith for ever,
who is just to those who are oppressed.
It is he who gives bread to the hungry,
the Lord, who sets prisoners free,

The Lord who gives sight to the blind,
who raises up those who are bowed down.
It is the Lord who loves the just;
the Lord, who protects the stranger.

The Lord upholds the widow and orphan,
but thwarts the path of the wicked.
The Lord will reign for ever,
Zion’s God, from age to age.

Second Reading (1 Corinthians 1:26-31)

Consider your own calling, brothers and sisters.
Not many of you were wise by human standards,
not many were powerful,
not many were of noble birth.
Rather, God chose the foolish of the world 
to shame the wise,
and God chose the weak of the world 
to shame the strong,
and God chose the lowly and despised of the world,
those who count for nothing,
to reduce to nothing those who are something,
so that no human being might boast before God.
It is due to him that you are in Christ Jesus,
who became for us wisdom from God,
as well as righteousness, sanctification, and redemption,
so that, as it is written,
"Whoever boasts, should boast in the Lord."

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 5:12a)

Rejoice and be glad;
your reward will be great in heaven.

Gospel (Matthew 5:1-12a)

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain,
and after he had sat down, his disciples came to him.
He began to teach them, saying:  "Blessed are the poor
in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed
are they who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the land. 
Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they will be satisfied.  Blessed are
the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.  Blessed
are the clean of heart, for they will see God.  Blessed
are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of
God.  Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake
of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute
you and utter every kind of evil against you falsely
because of me.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward
will be great in heaven."



Reflection (2023)

The Gospel passage today is often called the
Beatitudes, the word taken from the Latin translation of
the Greek “makarioi”, “blessed” or “fortunate.”  The
shorter version is found in Luke, shorter and probably
closer to the actual words of Jesus.

When we read the Beatitudes, we often read them as
the text reads, such as “blessed are the poor in spirit,
for their’s is the kingdom of heaven,” much like a
cause and effect.  But if we read each sentence
backwards, it becomes an offer and a means:

If you want to attain the kingdom of heaven, you
need to be poor in spirit.

If you want to be comforted, you have to have
experienced some loss, or else, what need of
comfort would you have?

If you want to inherit the land, you must be meek,
after all, if you are self-fulfilled, you have no
need of inheriting anything.

If you want to be satisfied, you need to hunger and
thirst, and what more important to thirst for than
righteousness?

If you want to be shown mercy, be merciful first.
If you want to see God, you must be clean of heart,

you must not have other stuff in the way.
If want to be a child of God, be a peacemaker,

because God is about peace.
Again, if you want to attain the kingdom of heaven,

well, the easy way is the hard way of sticking to
what is of value, even if you are persecuted.

Everyone wants a reward, but everyone doesn’t get
a prize or a trophy, only those who earn it.  So rejoice
and be glad, you made it.  Blessed are you.

Reflection (2026a)

Zephaniah prophesied against the worship of false gods
and abuse by those in power.  The prophets of old
could very well be the prophets of today!

But Zephaniah doesn’t leave the people in despair. 
He says there will be a remnant of the faithful of Israel,
those who “shall do no wrong, and speak no lies; nor
shall there be found in their mouths a deceitful
tongue.”  Despite all that might go wrong, and despite
maybe the majority participating in the wrong, there is
always a small group, a “remnant,” who is faithful.

Certainly that is the history of the Jewish people,
and it is also the history of our own Church.  At times,
those who taught wrong or did wrong seemed to be the
greatest in number and the greatest in strength, but the
“remnant,” those who were faithful, eventually saved
the Church and the people from false gods and abuse
by those in power.

Reflection (2026b)

“Consider your own calling” St. Paul says.  Have you
ever thought that each of us, including you, have been
called by God for a purpose, to have meaning, and to
serve others?

Maybe you never thought of that, because you don’t
consider yourself worthy, or have the right virtues or
qualities.  Maybe you never thought of that, because
you think you are perfect, always right, and have no
need to serve anyone but yourself.

The fact is, God chose each of us and calls each of
us.  If we think highly of ourselves, the fact is, we are
not all that high and mighty.  If we think lowly of
ourselves, the fact is, God is able to make up anything
lacking, and in fact, as an old saying says “God don’t
make no junk.”

God didn’t chose those who the world thought were
great, rather, he chose the foolish, the weak, the lowly,
the despised, so that they could become wise and
virtuous, and boast only in the Lord.



1 February 2026
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A

Penitential Rite

Lord Jesus, you show favor to the poor:  Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you give your love to the humble:  Christ have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you free the oppressed:  Lord, have mercy.
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins,

and bring us to everlasting life.

Prayer of the Faithful

Almighty Father, you know our needs before we know them ourselves, and so we lift them up to
you in prayer:

• for the Bishops of the Church, that they will be prophetic witnesses and good
shepherds, we pray

• for those in government, that they will be honest and do no wrong, we pray
• for safety for all those suffering from the cold, and for all those serving our

communities, we pray
• for all of us gathered for Eucharist, that we will be the faithful remnant,

following God’s ways, we pray
• for Drema Moore and for all those who have died, that they will be saved, we

pray
• and for your other intentions  

(pause)

for all our intentions spoken and unspoken, we pray

Merciful Father, hear our prayers, give us humble hearts, and teach us your justice.  We pray
through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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