


The

Catholic Church
in Pocahontas County

West Virginia

Patty Bryant
Margaret Bryant

Ann Burke
Danielle Cade
Dick Connor

Dale Kinnison
Drema Moore
Cynthia Olson
Quinn Riffle

Tristan Sizemore

EUCHARIST THIS WEEK

Monday 8:00 a.m. St. John
Wednesday 8:00 a.m. St. John
Friday 8:00 a.m. St. John
Saturday 6:30 p.m. St. Bernard
Sunday 9:00 a.m. St. John

  11:30 a.m. St. Mark

St. John Neumann Church is open for private prayer
every day during daylight.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered
before each Eucharist or by appointment,

and at St. Bernard on Saturdays 5:30-6:00 p.m.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick

is available any time upon request.

To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement
agency, or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800-352-6513.

To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
to the Diocese, please contact the Diocese at 888-434-6237 or 304-233-0880.

To report suspected cases of sexual misconduct or sexual abuse by a bishop or eparch,
please contact  ReportBishopAbuse.org  or call 800-276-1562.

Fund for the Poor
$2,447.12 given in September 
in direct aid for those in need.

OUR MISSION

They devoted themselves
to the teaching of the apostles
and to the communal life,
to the breaking of the bread
and to the prayers.
(Acts 2:42, NAB-RE)

ST. JOHN NEUMANN PARISH & CHURCH OFFICE, 714 Tenth Avenue, Marlinton WV 24954
ST. MARK THE EVANGELIST MISSION, 92 Catholic Church Road, Rts 250 & 92, Bartow WV 24920

ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX CHAPEL, 6332 Snowshoe Drive, Snowshoe WV 26209
Telephone:  St. John Neumann 304-799-6778, St. Bernard of Clairvaux 304-572-0847

Website:  PocahontasCatholic.org
E-mail:  Pastor@PocahontasCatholic.org

Please call the Church office (304-799-6778) if you know of a parishioner who is
sick, in the hospital or nursing home, homebound, deployed, or in prison.

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE PASSAGE

"Ten were cleansed, were they not?  Where are the other nine?
Has none but this foreigner returned to give thanks to God?"

(Luke 17:17-18, NAB-RE)

ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTES

• Welcome to Fr. Jim Conyers, who will be the celebrant at all Masses this weekend.
Fr. Arthur is on the team for the Kairos #39 weekend at Mt. Olive Correctional
Center.  Please keep the team and participants in your prayers.

• Thank you to all of you who baked cookies, signed up for the prayer vigil, and
made donations for the Kairos #39 weekend.

• Senior lunch is this Tuesday (October 14) from noon to 2 p.m. at Marlinton United
Methodist Church.  A variety of salads is on the menu.  You don’t have to consider
yourself old to come!  This is a new project of Marlinton-area Churches, including
St. John Neumann.

• First Catholic Sharing Appeal (CSA) checks returned to parishes have been
received.  Please remember that everything
raised over 50% of goal is returned to us.
With federal government cuts to USDA
and US Department of Education food
programs, we are hoping to apply for a
grant from Catholic Sharing Appeal to
offset those losses, particularly for our school backpack food program, but only
when we reach 100% of our CSA goal.  So, if you haven’t already donated, please
consider doing so now, and thanks.

• Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) classes meet on Sundays after
Mass at St. Mark the Evangelist Church.  Those wishing to join the Catholic Church,
as well as parishioners and others wishing to know more about the Catholic faith, are
welcome.  Invite others to “come and see” (John 1:39, 46).



TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR C

First Reading (2 Kings 5:14-17)

Naaman went down 
and plunged into the Jordan seven times
at the word of Elisha, the man of God.
His flesh became again like the flesh of a little child,
and he was clean of his leprosy.

Naaman returned with his whole retinue 
to the man of God.
On his arrival he stood before Elisha and said,
"Now I know that there is no God in all the earth,
except in Israel.
Please accept a gift from your servant."

Elisha replied, 
"As the LORD lives whom I serve, I will not take it;"
and despite Naaman's urging, he still refused.
Naaman said: "If you will not accept,
please let me, your servant, have two mule-loads of earth,
for I will no longer offer holocaust or sacrifice
to any other god except to the LORD."

Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 98:1, 2-3, 3-4,
Grail translation, 1963)

Response: The Lord has revealed to the nations 
his saving power.

Sing a new song to the Lord
for he has worked wonders.
His right hand and his holy arm
have brought salvation.

The Lord has made known his salvation;
has shown his justice to the nations.
He has remembered his truth and love
for the house of Israel.

All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.
Shout to the Lord, all the earth,
ring out your joy.

Second Reading (2 Timothy 2:8-13)

Beloved:
Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, 
a descendant of David:
such is my gospel, for which I am suffering,
even to the point of chains, like a criminal.
But the word of God is not chained.
Therefore, I bear with everything 
for the sake of those who are chosen,
so that they too may obtain the salvation 
that is in Christ Jesus,
together with eternal glory.
This saying is trustworthy:
If we have died with him
we shall also live with him;
if we persevere we shall also reign with him.
But if we deny him he will deny us.
If we are unfaithful he remains faithful,
for he cannot deny himself.

Gospel Acclamation (1 Thessalonians 5:18)

In all circumstances, give thanks,
for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus.

Gospel (Luke 17:11-19)

As Jesus continued his journey to Jerusalem,
he traveled through Samaria and Galilee.
As he was entering a village, ten lepers met him.
They stood at a distance from him 
and raised their voices, saying,
"Jesus, Master! Have pity on us!"
And when he saw them, he said,
"Go show yourselves to the priests."
As they were going they were cleansed.
And one of them, realizing he had been healed,
returned, glorifying God in a loud voice;
and he fell at the feet of Jesus and thanked him.
He was a Samaritan.
Jesus said in reply,
"Ten were cleansed, were they not?
Where are the other nine?
Has none but this foreigner 
returned to give thanks to God?"
Then he said to him, "Stand up and go;
your faith has saved you."



Reflection (2022)

Oh those foreigners!  “They should stay in their own
country,” so many in this country say that today. 
Actually, that’s what was said about our own ancestors
when they came to this country:  all the Irish, Italians,
Polish, eastern Europeans, all those Papists!  They
could come because the laws were different then, we
had open borders, but still, they were not welcomed.

Well, it was not so different in the time of the Jews
and the time of Jesus:  Naaman the Syrian, Syrians
were despised by the Israelites because of their Pagan
beliefs, and the Samaritan leper, Samaritans were
despised by the Jews because of their rejection of some
Jewish practices.  But Naaman and the Samaritan were
the ones who believed and who were grateful.

And today, those foreigners are packing the pews of
Churches in so many parts of our country, Churches
that would otherwise have to close.  Many Catholics
have rejected them, and so they’ve joined other more
welcoming Churches.  Other Catholics have welcomed
them.  Those faithful faith-filled foreigners!

Reflection (2025)

Do we ever give thanks?  Oh, we often say “thank
you,” but is that sincere or simply something we say
without any thought?

To sincerely give thanks, we need to first realize
what we have received.  Often, we focus on what we
don’t have, or we complain about our (unfounded)
grievances, or we compare ourselves to others who
have more.  But did you ever think about the gift of life
that you have?  Did you ever think about the people
around you who are generous to you?  Did you ever
think about the privileges you have?  Did you ever
think about all that is good?

Ten lepers met Jesus, ten lepers were healed, and
ten lepers were overjoyed at their new-found life.  Nine
lepers took it for granted.  One leper gave thanks – he
was the foreigner, the Samaritan, the one scorned in
Jewish society.

Are we like the nine, or are we like the one?



12 October 2025
Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C

Penitential Rite

Lord Jesus, You protect us in time of danger, Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, You heal us when we are suffering, Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, You strengthen our faith and resolve, Lord, have mercy.
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins,

and bring us to everlasting life.

Prayer of the Faithful

Merciful Father, you are the creator of all that is good and the source of all blessings, and so we
lift up our prayers to you:

• for our Bishops, that they will proclaim the Gospel in their words and in their
actions, we pray

• for our political leaders, that they will be honest and truthful, we pray
• for the protection of every human life, the unborn and those already born, we

pray
• for peace and reconciliation in the Holy Land among all the descendants of

Abraham, we pray
• for indigenous people in our country and throughout the world, we pray
• for all those who have died, that they will be saved, we pray
• and for your other intentions  

(pause)

for all our intentions spoken and unspoken, we pray

Almighty Father, we ask you to hear our prayers, and we thank you for all our blessings.  We
pray through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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