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TODAY’S SCRIPTURE PASSAGE
"Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?"
(Matthew 11:3, NAB-RE)

EUCHARIST THIS WEEK

Monday 8:00 a.m. St. John
Wednesday 8:00 a.m. St. John
Friday 8:00 a.m. St. John
Saturday ~ 5:30 p.m. St. Bernard

Patty Bryant Sunday 9:00 a.m. St. John
Margaret Bryant 11:30 a.m. St. Mark
Ann Burke
Danielle Cade St. John Neumann Church is open for private prayer
Dick Connor every day during daylight.
Dale Kinnison The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered
Drema Moore before each Eucharist or by appointment,
Cynthia Olson and at St. Bernard on Saturdays 4:30-5:00 p.m.
Quinn Riffle The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick

Tristan Sizemore is available any time upon request.

Please call the Church office (304-799-6778) if you know of a parishioner who is
sick, in the hospital or nursing home, homebound, deployed, or in prison.

To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement
agency, or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800-352-6513.
To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
to the Diocese, please contact the Diocese at 888-434-6237 or 304-233-0880.
To report suspected cases of sexual misconduct or sexual abuse by a bishop or eparch,
please contact ReportBishopAbuse.org or call 800-276-1562.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTES

Collection this Sunday at St. John Neumann and St. Mark the Evangelist is for the
retirement fund for elderly members of religious orders.

Christmas decorating will be after Mass next Sunday

(December 21) at St. John Neumann and St. Mark the

Evangelist. Everyone is welcome to participate.

Rescheduled senior lunch is this Tuesday (December 16)

beginning at noon at Marlinton United Methodist Church, and

we’re serving Mexican casserole and tossed salad. You don 't

have to consider yourself old to

come! LAST WEEKEND

Advent community prayer attendance collection
service Is every Wednesday at | st.John Neumann 38 $824.00
noon at Marlinton United | st. mark the Evangelist 13 $248.50
Methodist Church. Bring a bag | st.Bernard Chapel 22 $925.00
lunch and stay after for some Fund for the Poor $46.00
fellowship. Fr. Arthur is giving | total 73 $2,043.50

the reflection this week.

Family Resource Network
drive-through food pantry will be this Wednesday (December 17) from 9 a.m. to
noon, and 1-3 p.m. at 503 Third Avenue in Marlinton. Please remain in your vehicle
and have your vehicle trunk or back empty and clean, to help us load quickly and
safely.

Community Dinner is this Thursday (December 18) at Marlinton Presbyterian
Church 5:00-6:30 p.m. It’s a Christmas dinner with ham, green beans, mac and
cheese, and of course desserts and beverages. It’s free and open to the public, so
why don’t you plan to attend and bring your family and friends with you?

Lectionary for Mass for use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All
rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including
electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner. Used with permission.




THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT - YEAR A

First Reading (Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10)

The desert and the parched land will exult;
the steppe will rejoice and bloom.

They will bloom with abundant flowers,
and rejoice with joyful song.

The glory of Lebanon will be given to them,
the splendor of Carmel and Sharon;

they will see the glory of the LORD,

the splendor of our God.

Strengthen the hands that are feeble,

make firm the knees that are weak,

say to those whose hearts are frightened:
Be strong, fear not!

Here is your God,

he comes with vindication;

with divine recompense

he comes to save you.

Then will the eyes of the blind be opened,
the ears of the deaf be cleared;

then will the lame leap like a stag,

then the tongue of the mute will sing.

Those whom the LORD has ransomed will return
and enter Zion singing,

crowned with everlasting joy;

they will meet with joy and gladness,

sorrow and mourning will flee.

Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10,
Grail translation, 1 995)

Response: Lord, come and save us.

It is the LORD who keeps faith for ever,

who is just to those who are oppressed.

It is God who gives bread to the hungry,
the LORD, who sets prisoners free.

the LORD who gives sight to the blind,
who raises up those who are bowed down,
the LORD, who protects the stranger,

and uphold the widow and orphan.

It is the LORD who loves the just
but thwarts the path of the wicked.
The LoRD will reign for ever,
Zion’s God, from age to age.

Second Reading (James 5:7-10)

Be patient, brothers and sisters,

until the coming of the Lord.

See how the farmer waits

for the precious fruit of the earth,

being patient with it

until it receives the early and the late rains.
You too must be patient.

Make your hearts firm,

because the coming of the Lord is at hand.
Do not complain, brothers and sisters, about one another,
that you may not be judged.

Behold, the Judge is standing before the gates.
Take as an example of hardship and patience,
brothers and sisters,

the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation (Isaiah 61:1)

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring glad tidings to the poor.

Gospel (Matthew 11:2-11)

When John the Baptist heard in prison

of the works of the Christ,

he sent his disciples to Jesus with this question,

"Are you the one who is to come,

or should we look for another?"

Jesus said to them in reply,

"Go and tell John what you hear and see:

the blind regain their sight, the lame walk,

lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised,
and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them.
And blessed is the one who takes no offense at me."

As they were going off,

Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John,
"What did you go out to the desert to see?

A reed swayed by the wind?

Then what did you go out to see?

Someone dressed in fine clothing?

Those who wear fine clothing are in royal palaces.
Then why did you go out? To see a prophet?

Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet.

This is the one about whom it is written:

Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you;
he will prepare your way before you.



Amen, | say to you,

among those born of women

there has been none greater than John the Baptist;

yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he."

Reflection (2022)

Wait, be patient, don’t complain. That’s the message we
hear today from St. James. Advent is the season of
waiting and expectation, not just 2,000 years ago, but
now as well. We wait for the coming of Christ, even
though we do not know the time or place. We should be
patient in everything in life, even though patience isn’t
always the easiest thing in life. And certainly as
Christians we must not complain about each other, even
though every one knows there is so much to complain
about!

But just like the message of the first week of Advent
for peace, and the message of the second week of Advent
for harmony, waiting, being patient, and not complaining
are virtues that can make us better Christians, and can be
effective ways to draw others to Christ.

Reflection (2025)

"Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for
another?" John the Baptist asked that question to Jesus.
Do we ask the same question today, and do we believe,
as did John, that yes, Jesus is the one who is to come?

Or rather, do we follow our favorite athletes,
entertainers, politicians, or maybe even conspiracy
theorists? Do we let them decide what we are to think,
how we are to act, and who we are to hate?

Jesus’ answer was simple: "Go and tell John what
you hear and see.” The athletes, entertainers, politicians,
and conspiracy theorists can’t do the things that Jesus can
do. That is proof that he is “the one who is to come.”



14 December 2025

Third Sunday of Advent - Year A
Gaudete Sunday (Philippians 4:4—6)

Penitential Rite

I confess to almighty God, and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words,
in what | have done, and in what | have failed to do,
through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault;
therefore | ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins,

and bring us to everlasting life.
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Prayer of the Faithful

Almighty God, you give sight to the blind and hearing to the deaf, and so we ask you to hear our
prayers:

» for the leaders of the Church, that they will lead others to follow the Lord Jesus,
we pray

« for politicians everywhere, that they will be honest and truthful, we pray

« for our Jewish brothers and sisters, as they begin the Hanukkah celebrations this
Sunday evening, we pray

» for peace in the Holy Land, and throughout the world, we pray

« for all of us gathered for Eucharist, that we will be witnesses of faith in our
community, we pray

» for all those who have died, that they will be saved, we pray

* and for your other intentions

(pause)
for all our intentions spoken and unspoken, we pray

Merciful Father, hear our prayers, as we await the coming of your Son. We pray through Christ
our Lord. Amen.
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