


OUR MISSION
The N They devoted themselves
Catﬁo (:IC Cﬁur(:ﬁ, to the teaching of the apostles

. -ahio and to the communal life,
n Po nias County to the breaking of the bread

West Virginia and to the prayers.
(Acts 2:42, NAB-RE)

ST. JOHN NEUMANN PARISH & CHURCH OFFICE, 714 Tenth Avenue, Marlinton WV 24954
St. MARK THE EVANGELIST M1SsION, 92 Catholic Church Road, Rts 250 & 92, Bartow WV 24920
St. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX CHAPEL, 6332 Snowshoe Drive, Snowshoe WV 26209
Telephone: St. John Neumann 304-799-6778, St. Bernard of Clairvaux 304-572-0847
Website: PocahontasCatholic.org
E-mail: Pastor@PocahontasCatholic.org

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE PASSAGE
But for you who fear my name, there will arise the sun of justice with its healing rays.
(Malachi 3:20, NAB-RE)

EUCHARIST THIS WEEK

Monday 8:00 a.m. St. John
Friday 8:00 a.m. St. John
Saturday  5:30 p.m. St. Bernard
Sunday 9:00 a.m. St. John

Patty Bryant
11:30 a.m. St. Mark

Margaret Bryant

An.n Burke St. John Neumann Church is open for private prayer
Da.melle Cade every day during daylight.
Dick Connor

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered

Drema Moore before each Eucharist or by appointment,

Cynthia Olson and at St. Bernard on Saturdays 4:30-5:00 p.m.
Quinn Riffle The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick

is available any time upon request.

Dale Kinnison

Tristan Sizemore

ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTES

West Virginia Restorative Justice Project will meet at St. John Neumann Church

this Monday (November 17) at 5:30 p.m. Join with others to learn about restorative

justice. Register at WVRJP.org (click on “upcoming events”).

Our school backpack food program has begun for this school year, and our team

of parishioners pack every Monday! With government cuts to USDA and US
Department of

Education food
programs, we are PREVIOUS WEE(Ij(END et
hoplng to app|y attendance collection
for a grant from | ¢ o0 et >0 Tieqes
Catholic Sharing St. Mark the Evangelist 22 $194.00
Appeal 10 offset | st Bernard Chape 24 $335.00
those losses, but Fund for the Poor $702.00
only when we | total 82 $2,405.00
reach 100% of our goal. So, if

you haven’t already donated,

please consider donating to the Catholic Sharing Appeal now, and thanks.
Family Resource Network drive-through food pantry will be this Wednesday
(November 19) from 9 a.m. to noon, and 1-3 p.m. at 503 T?;ird Avenue in Marlinton.
Please remain in your vehicle and have your vehicle trunk or back empty and clean,
to help us load quickly and safely.

Community Dinner is this Thursday (November 20) at Marlinton Presbyterian
Church 5:00-6:30 p.m. This is our traditional Thanksgiving dinner, with turkey and
all the trimmings. Come and join us!

Please call the Church office (304-799-6778) if you know of a parishioner who is
sick, in the hospital or nursing home, homebound, deployed, or in prison.

To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement
agency, or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800-352-6513.
To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
to the Diocese, please contact the Diocese at 888-434-6237 or 304-233-0880.
To report suspected cases of sexual misconduct or sexual abuse by a bishop or eparch,
please contact ReportBishopAbuse.org or call 800-276-1562.

Catholic Sharing Appeal - 2025

donors goal pledges % of goal
St. John Neumann & St. Bernard |2 $3,800 $3,420 90%
St Mark the Evangelist 2 $1,600 $650 41%

Thank you to all those who have already contributed.
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THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR C

First Reading (Malachi 3:19-20a)

Lo, the day is coming, blazing like an oven,

when all the proud and all evildoers will be stubble,
and the day that is coming will set them on fire,
leaving them neither root nor branch,

says the LORD of hosts.

But for you who fear my name, there will arise

the sun of justice with its healing rays.

Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 98:5-6, 7-8, 9,
Grail translation, 1963)

Response: The Lord comes to rule the earth
with justice.

Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp
with the sound of music.

With trumpets and the sound of the horn
acclaim the King, the Lord.

Let the sea and all within it thunder;
the world, and all its peoples.
Let the rivers clap their hands
and the hills ring out their joy

at the presence of the Lord, for he comes,
he comes to rule the earth.

He will rule the world with justice

and the peoples with fairness.

Second Reading (2 Thessalonians 3:7-12)

Brothers and sisters:

You know how one must imitate us.

For we did not act in a disorderly way among you,
nor did we eat food received free from anyone.

On the contrary, in toil and drudgery, night and day
we worked, so as not to burden any of you.

Not that we do not have the right.

Rather,

we wanted to present ourselves as a model for you,
so that you might imitate us.

In fact, when we were with you,

we instructed you that if anyone was unwilling to work,
neither should that one eat.

We hear that some are conducting themselves
among you in a disorderly way,

by not keeping busy

but minding the business of others.

Such people we instruct and urge
in the Lord Jesus Christ
to work quietly and to eat their own food.

Gospel Acclamation (Luke 21:28)

Stand erect and raise your heads
because your redemption is at hand.

Gospel (Luke 21:5-19)

While some people were speaking

about how the temple was adorned

with costly stones and votive offerings,

Jesus said, "All that you see here--

the days will come when there will not be left
a stone upon another stone

that will not be thrown down."

Then they asked him,

"Teacher, when will this happen?

And what sign will there be

when all these things are about to happen?"
He answered,

"See that you not be deceived,

for many will come in my name, saying,

'l am he," and The time has come.’

Do not follow them!

When you hear of wars and insurrections,
do not be terrified; for such things must happen first,
but it will not immediately be the end."”
Then he said to them,

"Nation will rise against nation,

and kingdom against kingdom.

There will be powerful earthquakes,
famines, and plagues from place to place;
and awesome sights and mighty signs

will come from the sky.

"Before all this happens, however,

they will seize and persecute you,

they will hand you over to the synagogues

and to prisons,

and they will have you led before kings and governors
because of my name.

It will lead to your giving testimony.



Remember,

you are not to prepare your defense beforehand,
for I myself shall give you a wisdom in speaking
that all your adversaries

will be powerless to resist or refute.

You will even be handed over by parents,
brothers, relatives, and friends,

and they will put some of you to death.

You will be hated by all because of my name,
but not a hair on your head will be destroyed.
By your perseverance you will secure your lives."

Reflection (2022)

Fake news. We’ve heard that said from all sides. For
many, fake news is the news they don’t like, or the
news they disagree with. Really, though, fake news is
anything that is not true. But it’s not always as easy as
that — it can sometimes be difficult to know what is
true and what is fake. And it’s even harder in this day
of the internet and “echo chambers” where we watch or
listen to only one source, and we are fed more of what
we like, and less of what we don’t like. It distorts
reality, and leaves us vulnerable to lies and conspiracy
theories.

And that distorted reality existed in Jesus’ day as
well. Speaking of the end of the world, people looked
to examples of disasters to “prove” the end was near.
Jesus said "See that you not be deceived, for many will
come in my name, saying, 'l am he," and 'The time has
come." Do not follow them!” Jesus wasn’t saying that
the end of the world wouldn’t come, just that the
predictions were baseless. Rather, he told them to rely
on the wisdom that he only can give, and to persevere
to secure their lives.

The same is true for us today: rely on God’s
wisdom, not the wisdom of the world, and persevere in
his truth, not the fake news, ideologues, and conspiracy
theories that cannot save.

Reflection (2025)

When everything seems to be going the wrong way,
when evildoers seem to prosper, and when we might
lose hope, what do we do? Well, we can despair,
right? Or we can become bitter, or selfish, or violent.

Or we can listen to the prophet Malachi, and know
that “all the proud and all evildoers will be stubble”
and “there will arise the sun of justice with its healing
rays.” It might seem that it is taking a long time for
this to happen, but good always wins — in the long
term.

There are many tales of good versus evil, and maybe
it is a good time to reassure ourselves by reading some
of those. The Hobbit, the Lord of the Rings, Harry
Potter, in all of these, evil seems to be winning, but
eventually love and goodness win.

The lives of the saints also are great examples,
especially the lives of the martyr saints, who suffered
and died, but live on — in heaven and in our memories.



16 November 2025
Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C

Penitential Rite

Lord Jesus, you guide us when we are confused: Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you console us when we are in despair: Christ have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you support us when we are tested: Lord, have mercy.
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins,

and bring us to everlasting life.

Prayer of the Faithful

Almighty Father, we trust in your mercy, so we ask you to hear our prayers:

« for Christians everywhere, that we will live in harmony with one another, we
pray

« for the leaders of our country, that they will promote good over evil, we pray

» for peace in Ukraine, for peace in the Congo, for peace in Sudan, for peace in the
Holy Land, and for peace throughout the world, we pray

» for all of us gathered for Eucharist, that hope will overcome our fears, we pray

» for all those who have died, that they will be saved, we pray

* and for your other intentions

(pause)
for all our intentions spoken and unspoken, we pray

Merciful Father, you have the power over life and death, so we ask you to hear our prayers, and
give us your healing rays and your justice. We pray through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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