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EUCHARIST THIS WEEK

Monday 8:00 a.m. St. John
Wednesday 8:00 a.m. St. John
Friday 8:00 a.m. St. John
Saturday 6:30 p.m. St. Bernard
Sunday 9:00 a.m. St. John

  11:30 a.m. St. Mark

St. John Neumann Church is open for private prayer
every day during daylight.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered
before each Eucharist or by appointment,

and at St. Bernard on Saturdays 5:30-6:00 p.m.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick

is available any time upon request.

To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement
agency, or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800-352-6513.

To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
to the Diocese, please contact the Diocese at 888-434-6237 or 304-233-0880.

To report suspected cases of sexual misconduct or sexual abuse by a bishop or eparch,
please contact  ReportBishopAbuse.org  or call 800-276-1562.

Catholic Sharing Appeal - 2025

donors  goal    pledges % of goal

St. John Neumann & St. Bernard  7  $3,800 $2,180    57%
St Mark the Evangelist  2  $1,600  $400 25%

Thank you to all those who have already contributed.

OUR MISSION

If anyone 
wishes to be first,
he shall be 
the last of all 
and the servant of all.
(Mark 9:35, NAB-RE)

ST. JOHN NEUMANN PARISH & CHURCH OFFICE, 714 Tenth Avenue, Marlinton WV 24954
ST. MARK THE EVANGELIST MISSION, 92 Catholic Church Road, Rts 250 & 92, Bartow WV 24920

ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX CHAPEL, 6332 Snowshoe Drive, Snowshoe WV 26209
Telephone:  St. John Neumann 304-799-6778, St. Bernard of Clairvaux 304-572-0847

Website:  PocahontasCatholic.org
E-mail:  Pastor@PocahontasCatholic.org

Please call the Church office (304-799-6778) if you know of a parishioner who is
sick, in the hospital or nursing home, homebound, deployed, or in prison.

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE PASSAGE

“I will give you the keys to the Kingdom of heaven.”
(Matthew 16:19, NAB-RE)

ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTES

• Bishop Brennan has requested a special collection this weekend to help those
affected by the devastating floods in northern West Virginia.

• Weekly Bible Study on the Book of Revelation will be this Tuesday
(July 1) at 2 p.m. at St. John Neumann Church.  This is our last
session, and we will take up the so-called “rapture,” invented by
John Nelson Darby in 1830, which is neither Catholic nor biblical
teaching.  Everyone is welcome to attend.

• Thank you to all the Allegheny Echoes refreshment angels.
• Marlinton-area Bible School is

scheduled for 6-8 p.m. each
evening July 14-17 at the
Nazarene Church – just 2 weeks

from now.  Our
Church  w i l l
provide supper
and the lesson on
Wednesday (July
16) and we need
volunteers to
lead activities

and to prepare our pizza and salad supper.  Interested?
• Fourth of July fireworks at Snowshoe will be Saturday (July 5) at dark.  Remember

also we have 4 Snowshoe “fun passes” available to parishioners.

LAST WEEKEND

attendance     collection

St. John Neumann 50 $1,015.00

   Fund for the Poor $265.00

St. Mark the Evangelist 8 $165.00

   Fund for the Poor $23.00

   memorial gifts $500.00

St. Bernard of Clairvaux 18 $205.00

   Fund for the Poor $120.00

total 76 $2,293.00



SOLEMNITY OF ST. PETER & ST. PAUL - DURING THE DAY

First Reading (Acts 12:1-11)

In those days, King Herod laid hands 
upon some members of the Church to harm them.
He had James, the brother of John, killed by the sword,
and when he saw that this was pleasing to the Jews
he proceeded to arrest Peter also.
– It was the feast of Unleavened Bread.– 
He had him taken into custody and put in prison
under the guard of four squads of four soldiers each.
He intended to bring him before the people 
after Passover.
Peter thus was being kept in prison,
but prayer by the Church was fervently being made
to God on his behalf.

On the very night before Herod was to bring him to trial,
Peter, secured by double chains,
was sleeping between two soldiers,
while outside the door guards kept watch on the prison.
Suddenly the angel of the Lord stood by him
and a light shone in the cell.
He tapped Peter on the side and awakened him, saying,
“Get up quickly.”
The chains fell from his wrists.
The angel said to him, 
“Put on your belt and your sandals.”
He did so.
Then he said to him, 
“Put on your cloak and follow me.”
So he followed him out,
not realizing that what was happening through the angel
was real;
he thought he was seeing a vision.
They passed the first guard, then the second,
and came to the iron gate leading out to the city,
which opened for them by itself.
They emerged and made their way down an alley,
and suddenly the angel left him.
Then Peter recovered his senses and said,
“Now I know for certain 
that the Lord sent his angel
and rescued me from the hand of Herod
and from all that the Jewish people had been expecting.”

Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9,
Grail translation, 1963)

Response: The angel of the Lord will rescue 
those who fear him.

I will bless the Lord at all times,
his praise always on my lips;
in the Lord my soul shall make its boast.
The humble shall hear and be glad.

Glorify the Lord with me,
together let us praise his name.
I sought the Lord and he answered me;
from all my terrors he set me free.

Look towards him and be radiant;
let your faces not be abashed.
This poor man called; the Lord heard him
and rescued him from all his distress.

The angel of the Lord is encamped
around those who revere him, to rescue them.
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
He is happy who seeks refuge in him.
 
Second Reading (2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18)

I, Paul, am already being poured out like a libation,
and the time of my departure is at hand.
I have competed well; I have finished the race;
I have kept the faith.
From now on the crown of righteousness awaits me,
which the Lord, the just judge,
will award to me on that day, and not only to me,
but to all who have longed for his appearance.

The Lord stood by me and gave me strength,
so that through me the proclamation might be completed
and all the Gentiles might hear it.
And I was rescued from the lion’s mouth.
The Lord will rescue me from every evil threat
and will bring me safe to his heavenly Kingdom.
To him be glory forever and ever.  Amen.

Gospel Acclamation (Matthew 16:18)

You are Peter and upon this rock I will build my Church,
and the gates of the netherworld

shall not prevail against it.



Gospel (Matthew 16:13-19)

When Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi
he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”
They replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah,
still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
Simon Peter said in reply,
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
Jesus said to him in reply, 
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah.
For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, 
but my heavenly Father.
And so I say to you, you are Peter,
and upon this rock I will build my Church,
and the gates of the netherworld 
shall not prevail against it.
I will give you the keys to the Kingdom of heaven.
Whatever you bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven;
and whatever you loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven.”

Reflection

The Church has a sense of humor, putting together in
one feast day for all eternity two people who were very
different from one another, who didn’t get along, and
were competitors – but now they are stuck together, in
a way.  Paul was the educated rabbi, the eloquent
preacher, the one who always had a plan, and the one
who thought very highly of himself, as reflected in the
reading from his letter to Timothy.  In fact, he wasn’t
one of the 13 apostles, though he, and only he,
considered himself an apostle.  Peter, on the other
hand, was an apostle, and in fact was the chosen leader
by the Lord, even though he was the simple fisherman,
probably not educated, who constantly mis-understood
what the Lord wanted, and even denied him.  And it is
to him, not Paul, that the Lord gives the keys to heaven
and earth.

It tells us that there are many different ways to
follow the Lord, and that these differences are not
meant to separate us, but to force us to work together
for the common purpose of spreading the Gospel.  And
sometimes, the least and the most unlikely are the ones
who are the greatest, even though they don’t think so
or say so themselves.



29 June 2025
St. Peter & St. Paul

Penitential Rite

Lord Jesus, you free us from slavery to sin:  
Lord, have mercy.

Christ Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division:  
Christ have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life:  
Lord, have mercy.

May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.

Prayer of the Faithful

Almighty Father, your word has been proclaimed, and inspired by your teaching, we turn to you
with our petitions:

• for the leaders of the Church, that they will work together for the sake of the
Gospel, we pray

• for the leaders of our country, that they will work together for the common good,
we pray

• for an increase in vocations to Church ministry, we pray
• for those in prison, we pray
• for those recovering from the floods in West Virginia, we pray
• for the people of Israel, Palestine, and Iran, that they will have peace, we pray
• for all of us gathered for Eucharist, that we will remember our dependence on

God, we pray
• for all those who have died, that they will be saved, we pray
• and for your other intentions  

(pause)

for all our intentions spoken and unspoken, we pray

Merciful Father, we ask you to hear our prayers, and we ask you to bring peace and harmony to
our church and to our world.  We pray through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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