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Happy New Year
The Church year begins today
with the First Sunday of Advent.

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE PASSAGE
1t is the hour now for you to awake from sleep.
(Romans 13:11, NAB-RE)

EUCHARIST THIS WEEK

Monday 8:00 a.m. St. John
Wednesday 8:00 a.m. St. John
Friday 8:00 a.m. St. John
Saturday ~ 5:30 p.m. St. Bernard

Patty Bryant Sunday 9:00 a.m. St. John

Margaret Bryant 11:30 am. St. Mark
Ann Burke
Danielle Cade St. John Neumann Church is open for private prayer
Dick Connor every day during daylight.
Dale Kinnison The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered
Drema Moore before each Eucharist or by appointment,
Cynthia Olson and at St. Bernard on Saturdays 4:30-5:00 p.m.
Quinn Riffle The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick

Tristan Sizemore is available any time upon request.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTES

* Pope Leo XIV is traveling to modern-day Nicea (Iznik, Turkia) to commemorate

the declaration of the Nicean Creed 1,700 years ago! Both the Apostles Creed and
the Nicean Creed are attached to this week’s bulletin.

Annual contribution envelopes are now available at all our Churches. This is the
gift that keeps on giving!

Caregiver Support Group in

Pocahontas County will meet at LAST WEEKEND

McClintic Library in Marlinton attendance  collection
6:30-7:30 p.m. on December 1. [ St.JohnNeumann 54 $1,165.00
This is a place for caregivers to | St-Mark the Evangelist 16 $595.00
connect, share, learn and support | St. Bernard Chapel 14 $195.00
each other. Call Jean Warren for Fund for the Poor $121.00
info (304-651-3952). total 84 $2,076.00

Snowshoe lifts open this Friday
(December 5). Our 2 lift passes
are complementary from Snowshoe, and are valued at $70 to $180, depending on the
day. Please remember that if you request use of a lift pass, others wish to use them
also, so you MUST be willing to SHARE, and if you must CANCEL, please let us
know AS SOON AS you know, so that someone else can use them.

Please call the Church office (304-799-6778) if you know of a parishioner who is
sick, in the hospital or nursing home, homebound, deployed, or in prison.

To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement
agency, or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800-352-6513.
To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
to the Diocese, please contact the Diocese at 888-434-6237 or 304-233-0880.
To report suspected cases of sexual misconduct or sexual abuse by a bishop or eparch,
please contact ReportBishopAbuse.org or call 800-276-1562.

Fund for the Poor
$1,232.50 distributed in October
in direct aid to those in need.

Lectionary for Mass for use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All
rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including
electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner. Used with permission.




FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT - YEAR A

First Reading (Isaiah 2:1-5)

This is what Isaiah, son of Amoz,

saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In days to come,

the mountain of the LORD's house

shall be established as the highest mountain
and raised above the hills.

All nations shall stream toward it;

many peoples shall come and say:

"Come, let us climb the LORD's mountain,
to the house of the God of Jacob,

that he may instruct us in his ways,

and we may walk in his paths."

For from Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations,

and impose terms on many peoples.

They shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks;

one nation shall not raise the sword against another,
nor shall they train for war again.

O house of Jacob, come,

let us walk in the light of the Lord!

Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 122: 1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9,
Grail translation, ]963)

Response: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

I rejoiced when | heard them say:
“Let us go to God’s house.”

And now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem.

Jerusalem is built as a city
strongly compact.

It is there that the tribes go up,
the tribes of the Lord.

For Israel’s law it is,

there to praise the Lord’s name.

There were set the thrones of judgment
of the house of David.

For the peace of Jerusalem pray:
“Peace be to your homes!

May peace reign in your walls,
In your palaces, peace!”

For love of my brethren and friends
| say: “Peace upon you!”

For love of the house of the Lord

I will ask for your good.

Second Reading (Romans 13:11-14)

Brothers and sisters:

You know the time;

it is the hour now for you to awake from sleep.
For our salvation is nearer now

than when we first believed,

the night is advanced, the day is at hand.

Let us then throw off the works of darkness
and put on the armor of light;

let us conduct ourselves properly as in the day,
not in orgies and drunkenness,

not in promiscuity and lust,

not in rivalry and jealousy.

But put on the Lord Jesus Christ,

and make no provision for the desires of the flesh.

Gospel Acclamation (cf. Psalm 85:8)

Show us Lord, your love;
and grant us your salvation.

Gospel (Matthew 24:37-44)

Jesus said to his disciples:

"As it was in the days of Noah,

so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.

In those days before the flood,

they were eating and drinking,

marrying and giving in marriage,

up to the day that Noah entered the ark.

They did not know until the flood came

and carried them all away.

So will it be also at the coming of the Son of Man.
Two men will be out in the field,;

one will be taken, and one will be left.

Two women will be grinding at the mill;

one will be taken, and one will be left.

Therefore, stay awake!

For you do not know on which day your Lord will come.
Be sure of this: if the master of the house

had known the hour of night when the thief was coming,
he would have stayed awake

and not let his house be broken into.

So too, you also must be prepared,

for at an hour you do not expect,

the Son of Man will come."



Reflection (2022)

From the prophet Isaiah we hear the words “They shall
beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into
pruning hooks; one nation shall not raise the sword
against another, nor shall they train for war again.”
The description is a wonderful one, but when we look
around at our world, it hardly describes what we see.
Instead, we have a new arms race, now between the
U.S.A. and China; Russia is waging a brutal war
against the innocent people of the Ukraine; terrorists,
both domestic and foreign, seem to be unstoppable;
and it seems like there is a mass shooting and a mass
killing every week in our country.

Well, Advent is time for a new beginning, the
coming of something new, different, and better. For
we who are Christian, that better is the coming of our
Lord Jesus. But it should not just be a celebration of
his coming, it should be the coming of his way of life
in each of us. When that happens, then the prophesy of
Isaiah will come true. As Isaiah said “O house of
Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!”

Reflection (2025a)

Advent is the beginning of the Church year, and
properly so, because we are called to a new beginning
of our Christian life. So often people prefer looking to
the past, maybe with longing or nostalgia, but our faith
is about the future.

St. Paul tells us “it is the hour now for you to awake
from sleep.” Jesus says “Therefore, stay awake!” We
are called to be awake and live in the present, and to
look forward to the future. But not just to be alive, but
to be alive with our faith.

The diocese is undergoing a program of
evangelization. As we look around, we see so many
people in our county who go to no Church, we see so
many Catholics who we never see in Church. The
simplest way to evangelize is for each person here to
invite someone here. Not many will come on their
own, but many will come if you accompany them. So
why don’t we make it our mission this Advent to be
that invitation. We already know that our Church
community is a welcoming community. But
welcoming Churches die, inviting Churches thrive.

Reflection (2025b)

Pope Leo X1V is visiting Turkia, to celebrate with
other Christians the promulgation of the Nicene Creed
in 325 a.d. (in Nicea, now Iznik, Turkia), 1,700 years
ago. This is one of the two creeds we proclaim
regularly, and it expresses beliefs about Jesus Christ
that we have held since the first century.

But during the second century, a sect known as the
Gnostics denied that Jesus could be human, because
their belief was that anything and everything human
was evil and wretched. So to them, Jesus could not be
human, maybe he only appeared to be human. So the
Church had to reaffirm its belief, and so we have the
Apostles Creed, which emphasizes things human about
Jesus, such as “conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary” — being conceived
and being born are very human experiences.

Then two centuries later, the priest Arius started to
preach that Jesus was not divine, only the Father was
divine, and this became the predominant view among
believers and even among many bishops. Again, the
Church had to reaffirm its belief, and so we have the
Nicene Creed, which took the Apostles Creed and
added text that emphasizes things divine about Jesus,
such as “God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God” and “consubstantial with the Father.”

So, many centuries later, again we affirm our belief
that Jesus Christ is fully human and fully divine,
something expressed by the Council of Ephesus in 431
a.d. in the title of Mary as “Mother of God,”
(theotokos) — “mother” meaning Jesus had to be
human, and “of God” meaning Jesus had to be divine.



The Apostles Creed

| believe in God,

the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ,
his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again

to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.

Amen.

(the Apostles Creed is a response to Gnosticism,
which denies the humanity of Jesus (earliest
version probably 2nd century))

The Nicene Creed

| believe in one God,
the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father (and the Son)

who with the Father and the son

is adored and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in

one, holy, catholic

and apostolic Church.

I confess one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins
and | look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

(the Nicean Creed responds to Arianism, which
denies the divinity of Jesus, but says he was a
created being (Nicaea 325 a.d. (Iznik, Turkia) and
Constantinople 381 a.d. (Istanbul, Tukia)))



30 November 2025
First Sunday of Advent - Year A

Penitential Rite

I confess to almighty God, and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words,
in what | have done, and in what I have failed to do,
through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault;
therefore | ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins,

and bring us to everlasting life.
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Prayer of the Faithful

Almighty Father, as we prepare to celebrate the coming of your Son at Christmas, we ask you to
hear our prayers:

« for the Church, that we will be a welcome to all people, we pray

« for our nation’s leaders, that they treat each person with dignity and respect, we
pray

« for those who serve our communities, that they will be safe, we pray

« for peace in places of war, and for justice for people everywhere, we pray

» for an increase in vocations to religious life and to monastic life, we pray

« for all of us gathered for Eucharist, that we will invite others to join with us, we
pray

» for all those who have died, that they will be saved, we pray

* and for your other intentions

(pause)
for all our intentions spoken and unspoken, we pray

Merciful Father, we ask you to listen to our prayers, teach us your ways, and guide us in your
truth, as we await the coming of your Son. We pray through Christ our Lord. Amen.



Statement below from Most Rev. Mark E. Brennan, bishop of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston,
regarding the shooting of two West Virginia National Guard soldiers in Washington D.C.

Today, | join Catholic faithful across our Diocese and indeed every West Virginian in prayer for
the two National Guard soldiers who were senselessly shot yesterday in our nation’s capital.
During this Thanksgiving holiday, we united as Americans to give thanks to our Lord for our
abundant blessings only He can provide. We pray particularly for the victims, their families, and
all those who serve our nation so bravely.

I deplore the use of violence to achieve any end within our world. I echo the words of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. in proclaiming that violence is not the way forward for our people. “Darkness
cannot drive out darkness:” he said, “only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate: only love
can do that." Sacred Scripture reminds us in Romans 12:21: "Do not be conquered by evil but
conquer evil with good."

We must stop this descending spiral of violence in our country that increases hate rather than
diminishing evil.

Let us pray that this epidemic of violence in our country will end, and that every person;
regardless of race, ethnicity, religion, country of origin, or political persuasion will see that it is
only through coming together in peace to solve our differences will we be able to prosper
together as one nation under God.

Most Rev. Mark E. Brennan, Bishop of Wheeling-Charleston
27 November 2025
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