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A WORD 
FROM POPE 
LEO XIV
To those in 
power, I repeat: 
listen to the voice 
of conscience! 
The apparent 
victories 

achieved with weapons, which sow death 
and destruction, are in reality defeats 
and never bring peace or security! God 
does not want war, he wants peace, and 
he strengthens those who are committed 
to leaving behind the spiral of hatred and 
taking the path of dialogue.

ANGELUS, ROME, SEPTEMBER 7, 2025

Dear Padre,
During Mass, is it proper for the faithful 
to raise our hands when pronouncing the 
words, “For the kingdom, the power, and 
the glory are yours now and forever”?
When the priest and people offer the Our Father 
together to God, the presider assumes an ancient 
posture of prayer, known as the orans—with arms 
extended and palms opened upward. After the 
Lord’s Prayer, the priest keeps his hands extended and says alone the embolism (“Deliver us, Lord…”). At the end, 
he joins his hands, and the people acclaim, “For the kingdom….” This acclamation is meant to be the people’s 
response to the embolism, and the priest remains silent for it. It would appear unnecessary for the faithful to 
now extend their hands during this acclamation—especially when it’s a response to an embolism prayer that just 
called for the presider to have extended his own hands and now has them joined together.

Although the General Instruction of the Roman Missal doesn’t mention a specifi c congregational hand posture 
during this acclamation, it speaks in favor of “what serves the common spiritual good of the People of God, 
rather than private inclination or arbitrary choice,” stating that a common bodily posture “is a sign of the unity 
of the members of the Christian community gathered together for the sacred Liturgy: it both expresses and 
fosters the intention and spiritual attitude of the participants” (GIRM 42). ●

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question 

and to learn more about Dear Padre.
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Monday
June 1
St. Justin, Martyr
2 Pt 1:2–7
Mk 12:1–12

Tuesday
June 2
Weekday
2 Pt 3:12–15a, 17–18
Mk 12:13–17 

Wednesday
June 3
St. Charles Lwanga and 
Companions, Martyrs
2 Tm 1:1–3, 6–12
Mk 12:18–27 

Th ursday
June 4
Weekday
2 Tm 2:8–15
Mk 12:28–34

Friday
June 5
St. Boniface, Bishop 
and Martyr
2 Tm 3:10–17
Mk 12:35–37

Saturday
June 6
Weekday
2 Tm 4:1–8
Mk 12:38–44

Sunday
June 7
The Most Holy Body 
and Blood of Christ 
(Corpus Christi)
Dt 8:2–3, 14b–16a
1 Cor 10:16–17
Jn 6:51–58
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Embracing the Mystery
FR. THOMAS M. SANTA, CSsR

The Christian confession of a triune God cannot be explained, it can only be believed. It is not a cop-out to 
proclaim that this belief is rooted in mystery. Mystery is the essential language and experience of belief. We 

lose something when we try to explain a mystery instead of embracing it. It may make us uncomfortable; it may 
provoke more questions than answers. Regardless, it does not suggest the weakness of mystery but rather the 
beauty, the wonder, and the awe.

Embracing belief and living as a person of faith is a singular journey. You cannot believe 
for someone else, and that person, even one you dearly love, cannot believe for you. It is also 
important to understand that as singular as the journey of faith may be, it ultimately ends in 
community. Belief does not isolate a person, but rather invites a person to connect with others 
who also walk in faith.

The community/communion of the triune God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—is the perfect 
witness to the truth that mystery creates. One God, three divine persons. The Eucharist that 
we celebrate on this day proclaims the unity of our belief—to the Father, through the Son, by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. ●

May 31, 2026

Th e Most Holy Trinity (A)

Exodus 34:4b–6, 8–9 / 2 Corinthians 13:11–13 / John 3:16–18

Refl ect
How does the mystery of the Trinity reveal God’s nature as a communion of love?

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and 
the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with all of you.

 2 CORINTHIANS 13:13

LEARN ABOUT 
THE AUTHORS 
OF OUR PARISH 
COMMUNITY
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EUCHARIST THIS WEEK

Wednesday 8:00 a.m. St. John

Friday 8:00 a.m. St. John

Saturday 6:30 p.m. St. Bernard

Sunday 9:00 a.m. St. John

  11:30 a.m. St. Mark

St. John Neumann Church is open for private prayer

every day during daylight.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered

before each Eucharist or by appointment,

and at St. Bernard on Saturdays 4:30-5:00 p.m.

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick

is available any time upon request.

To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement
agency, or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800-352-6513.

To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
to the Diocese, please contact the Diocese at 888-434-6237 or 304-233-0880.

To report suspected cases of sexual misconduct or sexual abuse by a bishop or eparch,
please contact  ReportBishopAbuse.org  or call 800-276-1562.

Lectionary for Mass for use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All
rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including
electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner.  Used with permission.

 OUR MISSION

If anyone 
wishes to be first,
he shall be 
the last of all 
and the servant of all.
(Mark 9:35, NAB-RE)

ST. JOHN NEUMANN PARISH & CHURCH OFFICE, 714 Tenth Avenue, Marlinton WV 24954
ST. MARK THE EVANGELIST MISSION, 92 Catholic Church Road, Rts 250 & 92, Bartow WV 24920

ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX CHAPEL, 6332 Snowshoe Drive, Snowshoe WV 26209
Telephone:  St. John Neumann 304-799-6778, St. Bernard of Clairvaux 304-572-0847

Website:  PocahontasCatholic.org
E-mail:  Pastor@PocahontasCatholic.org

Please call the Church office (304-799-678) if you know of a parishioner who is
sick, in the hospital or nursing home, homebound, deployed, or in prison.

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE PASSAGE

Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with one another, live in peace,
and the God of love and peace will be with you.

(2 Corinthians 13:11, NAB-RE)

ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTES

• Micah Scotchie of St. John Neumann will receive his
first communion this weekend.  Congratulations.

• Mark your calendar:  Camp Wade (vicariate camp) June
7-13 in Huttonsville.

• Mark your calendar:  Allegheny Echoes June 21-26 in
Marlinton.

• Mark your calendar:  Marlinton-area Bible School  July
13-16.

• The next retreat for survivors of abuse is available free
of charge, 12-14 June 2026 in Atlanta, for men.  Please
pass this information to those who might benefit.  For
more information, go to https://adw.org/the-way-
retreat/ and to register send e-mail to
McDonaldD@adw.org

• Garden plants are available:
t o m a t o ,  b e l l
pepper, eggplant,
c u c u m b e r ,
spaghetti squash,
butternut squash,
zucchini squash,
and of course,

sweet corn (transplanted sweet
corn is now the new rage, at least at St. John Neumann!).  Help yourself, but PLEASE
return the containers.

• A reminder to all adults from our parishes who work with children, particularly at
religious education, camp or Bible School, that you must be current with safe
environment certification.  Go to www.virtus.org to register or to update your file.

LAST WEEKEND

                                       attendance     collection

St. John Neumann 56 $700.00

St. Mark the Evangelist 22 $295.00

St. Bernard of Clairvaux 42 $282.00

total 120 $1,277.00



TRINITY SUNDAY - YEAR A

First Reading (Exodus 34:4b-6, 8-9)

Early in the morning Moses went up Mount Sinai
as the LORD had commanded him,
taking along the two stone tablets.

Having come down in a cloud, 
the LORD stood with Moses there
and proclaimed his name, "LORD."
Thus the LORD passed before him and cried out,
"The LORD, the LORD, a merciful and gracious God,
slow to anger and rich in kindness and fidelity."
Moses at once bowed down to the ground in worship.
Then he said, "If I find favor with you, O Lord,
do come along in our company.
This is indeed a stiff-necked people; 
yet pardon our wickedness and sins,
and receive us as your own."

Responsorial Psalm (Daniel 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56)

Response: Glory and praise for ever!

Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers,
praiseworthy and exalted above all forever.

And blessed is your holy and glorious name,
praiseworthy and exalted above all for all ages.

Blessed are you in the temple of your holy glory,
praiseworthy and glorious above all forever.

Blessed are you on the throne of your kingdom,
praiseworthy and exalted above all forever.

Blessed are you who look into the depths
from your throne upon the cherubim,
praiseworthy and exalted above all forever.

Second Reading (2 Corinthians 13:11-13)

Brothers and sisters, rejoice.
Mend your ways, encourage one another,
agree with one another, live in peace,
and the God of love and peace will be with you.
Greet one another with a holy kiss.
All the holy ones greet you.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.

Gospel Acclamation (cf. Revelation 1:8)

Glory to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit;
to God who is, who was, and who is to come.

Gospel (John 3:16-18)

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him 
might not perish but might have eternal life.
For God did not send his Son into the world 
to condemn the world,
but that the world might be saved through him.
Whoever believes in him will not be condemned,
but whoever does not believe 
has already been condemned,
because he has not believed 
in the name of the only Son of God.

Reflection (2020)

The dogma of the Holy Trinity is a dogma that we try
to explain at our own peril.  Suffice it to say that we
believe God to be one and a community at the same
time.

The first verse of the Gospel passage today is
familiar to many, so much so that if one only says
“John 3:16" many will know the verse by heart.  But
memorizing verses is not the Lord’s intent.  Rather, the
Lord wants us as his followers to do as he did.  For
that, the second verse is more important: “God did not
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but
that the world might be saved through him.”

If God the Father’s intent is not to condemn but to
save, then that should be our mission as well.  What
turns so many people away from Christ and
Christianity is that so many Christians spend so much
time condemning others, believing in their own self-
righteousness.  But we are called to believe in God –
Father, Son and Holy Spirit – and believing in God
means working for the salvation of all people, in this
world and in the world to come.

In today’s climate of political rancor, judgement and
condemnation of others seems to be a sure way to get
votes, but it is also a sure way to disobey God.  We
should not be separating people or turning people
away, rather we should be bringing people together in
community, living in peace.  



Reflection (2023)

Have you ever heard someone say to you “John 3:16?” 
Probably someone who grew up being told that to
memorize Bible verses was something important to the
Christian life – something the Bible never says to do! 
When someone says “John 3:16,” you are supposed to
know the quote from St. John “God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him might not perish but might have eternal
life.”  We heard that in today’s Gospel, and it is true. 
But the more important verse, the one almost never
referenced, is the one right after, John 3:17, “For God
did not send his Son into the world to condemn the
world, but that the world might be saved through him.”

If God sent his Son not to condemn but to save, why
do so many Christians today spend so much time
judging others and condemning others?  You would
think that the vocation of every Christian was to judge
and to condemn!  But it is not.

St. Paul tells the Corinthians to “mend your ways,”
not mend the ways of others, and to “encourage one
another, agree with one another, live in peace.”  The
result, he says, is “the God of love and peace will be
with you.”  With so much emphasis by Christians on
judging others and condemning others, is it no wonder
that there is so little peace in our world?

Reflection (2026)

Would you like God to be with you?  What a question! 
We say things like “God bless you,” “God bless
America,” and “Bless your heart” – well, that last one
can have many different meanings.  But the truth is,
most of us would like God to be on our side, or at least,
with us.  So, how can we make sure that God will be
with us?

Listen to what St. Paul said to the Corinthians: 
“Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with
one another, live in peace, and the God of love and
peace will be with you.”  Does that sound anything like
our interactions with other people in this country or in
this world?  Actually, it seems like people are always
angry, people are complaining about even the smallest
inconveniences, or people are screaming at each other
at community meetings!

When we don’t mend our ways, or encourage one
another, or agree with one another, or live in peace, we
don’t make any room for God to be with us.  So, we
know what we must do.



31 May 2026
Trinity Sunday - Year A

Penitential Rite

Lord Jesus, you are mighty God and prince of peace:  Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you are Word made flesh and splendor of the Father:  Christ have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you are God of all nations and savior of all peoples:  Lord, have mercy.
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins,

and bring us to everlasting life.

Prayer of the Faithful

Almighty Father, you give comfort and peace to your people, and so we come before you and we
ask you to hear our prayers:

• for the Bishops of the Church, that they will promote peace and reconciliation,
we pray

• for our political leaders, that they will promote unity and harmony, we pray
• for peace in places of war, and for justice for those who are oppressed, we pray
• for all of us gathered for Eucharist, that we will build relationships among

people in our communities, we pray
• for those who have died, that they will be saved, we pray
• and for your other intentions  

(pause)

for all our intentions spoken and unspoken, we pray

Merciful Father, we ask you to hear our prayers, and we ask you to bring peace and justice to our
troubled world.  We pray through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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