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to observe all that I have commanded
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TODAY’S SCRIPTURE PASSAGE

“They departed for their country by another way”
(Matthew 2:12, NAB-RE)

ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTES

* Jubilee Year of Hope 2025 ends on January 6 (Tuesday), the traditional feast of

Epiphany. The jubilee is the 50" year following the 49" year (7x7), and the jubilee
is a time of renewal, forgiveness, liberty, care for the poor, and return of property
(Leviticus 25:8-55). Inthe Catholic Church, we celebrate ajubilee year twice during

EUCHARIST THIS WEEK
Friday 8:00 p.m.  St. John
Saturday 5:30 p.m.  St. Bernard
Sunday 9:00 a.m.  St. John
Patty Bryant 11:30a.m.  St. Mark
Margaret Bryant ) ]
Ann Burke St. John Neumann Church is open for private prayer
Danielle Cade every day during daylight.
Dick Connor The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered

Dale Kinnison
Drema Moore
Cynthia Olson
Quinn Riffle
Tristan Sizemore

before each Eucharist or by appointment,
and at St. Bernard on Saturdays 4:30-5:00 p.m.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
is available any time upon request.

each jubilee. The next Jubilee Year will be in 2050.

e Community Dinner planning meeting is this Thursday (January 8) at 5:30 p.m. at

Marlinton Presbyterian Church. We welcome new volunteers and new ideas.

Lectionary for Mass for use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All
rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including
electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner. Used with permission.

Please call the Church office (304-799-6778) if you know of a parishioner who is
sick, in the hospital or nursing home, homebound, deployed, or in prison.

To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement
agency, or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800-352-6513.
To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
to the Diocese, please contact the Diocese at 888-434-6237 or 304-233-0880.
To report suspected cases of sexual misconduct or sexual abuse by a bishop or eparch,
please contact ReportBishopAbuse.org or call 800-276-1562.

Calendar for 2026 CHRISTMAS
Epiphany (celebrated) - January 4 attendance  collection
St. John Neumann - January 5 St. John Neumann 42
Baptism of the Lord - January 1 | Catholic Charities WV $276.00
Ash Wednesday - February 18 Fund for the Poor $1,667.00
daylight saving time begins - March 8 St. Mark the Evangelist 12
Palm Sunday - March 29 Catholic Charities WV $130.00
Passover begins - April | Fund for the Poor $51.00
Catholic Easter - April 5 St. Bernard of Clairvaux 140 $1,056.00
Orthodox Easter - April 12 Catholic Charities WV $25.00
St. Mark the Evangelist - April 25 F”Td for the Poor $535.00
summer schedule begins - May 2 tota Lasr W 194 $3,740.00
election of Pope Leo XIV - May 8 AST WEEKEND .
Mothers" Day - May 10 attendance collection
Pentecost - May 24 St. John Neumann 31 $630.00
Fathers' Day - June 21 Catholic Sharing Appeal $3,423.00
St. Bernard of Clairvaux - August 20 St. Mark the Evangelist 3 $297.50
standard time begins - November | Catholic Sharing Appeal $546.25
winter schedule begins - November 7 St. Bernard of Clairvaux 161 $1018.00
Thanksgiving - November 26 Catholic Sharing Appeal $130.00
Advent begins - November 29 Fur’1d for the Poor $984.00
Merry Christmas - December 25 tota 205 $7,028.75




EPIPHANY OF THE LORD - YEAR ABC

First Reading (Isaiah 60:1-6)

Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has come,
the glory of the Lord shines upon you.

See, darkness covers the earth,

and thick clouds cover the peoples;

but upon you the LORD shines,

and over you appears his glory.

Nations shall walk by your light,

and kings by your shining radiance.

Raise your eyes and look about;

they all gather and come to you:

your sons come from afar,

and your daughters in the arms of their nurses.
Then you shall be radiant at what you see,
your heart shall throb and overflow,

for the riches of the sea shall be emptied out before you,

the wealth of nations shall be brought to you.
Caravans of camels shall fill you,
dromedaries from Midian and Ephah;

all from Sheba shall come

bearing gold and frankincense,

and proclaiming the praises of the LORD.

Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13,
Grail translation, 1963)

Response: Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.

O God, give you judgment to the king,
to a king’s son your justice,

that he may judge your people in justice
and your poor in right judgment.

In his days justice shall flourish

and peace till the moon fails.

He shall rule from sea to sea,

from the Great River to earth’s bounds.

The kings of Tarshish and the seacoasts
shall pay him tribute.

The kings of Sheba and Seba

shall bring him gifts.

Before him all kings shall fall prostrate,
all nations shall serve him.

For he shall save the poor when they cry
and the needy who are helpless.

He will have pity on the weak

and save the lives of the poor.

Second Reading (Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6)

Brothers and sisters:

You have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace

that was given to me for your benefit, namely,

that the mystery was made known to me by revelation.
It was not made known to people in other generations
as it has now been revealed

to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit:

that the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body,
and copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus

through the gospel.

Gospel Acclamation (Matthew 2:2)

We saw his star at its rising
and have come to do him homage.

Gospel (Matthew 2:1-12)

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
in the days of King Herod,
behold, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying,
“Where is the newborn king of the Jews?
We saw his star at its rising
and have come to do him homage.”
When King Herod heard this,
he was greatly troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.
Assembling all the chief priests
and the scribes of the people,
He inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.
They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea,
for thus it has been written through the prophet:
And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
since from you shall come a ruler,
who is to shepherd my people Israel.”
Then Herod called the magi secretly
and ascertained from them
the time of the star’s appearance.
He sent them to Bethlehem and said,
“Go and search diligently for the child.
When you have found him, bring me word,
that | too may go and do him homage.”
After their audience with the king they set out.
And behold,
the star that they had seen at its rising preceded them,
until it came and stopped over the place
where the child was.



They were overjoyed at seeing the star,

and on entering the house

they saw the child with Mary his mother.

They prostrated themselves and did him homage.
Then they opened their treasures

and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
And having been warned in a dream

not to return to Herod,

they departed for their country by another way.

Reflection

The Magi came searching for the newborn King of the
Jews. We don’t know where they came from, or the
path they took, but we know they followed the star.
Once encountering this newborn with his mother Mary,
they gave him their homage and their gifts, and then
returned home — and they returned home following a
dream, but by a different path. After meeting Christ,
they were changed, their path was to follow a new way
of life.



4 January 2026
Epiphany

Penitential Rite

Lord Jesus, you came that we might have life: Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you are the light of all nations: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you are the Word made flesh: Lord, have mercy.
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins,

and bring us to everlasting life.

Prayer of the Faithful
Merciful Father, we are gathered to worship you today, and we lift up our needs to you in prayer:

« for the Church, that we will promote peace where there is war, we pray

« for leaders of nations, that they will work together for the good of all people, we
pray

« for missionaries, for strength as they spread the Gospel in word and action, we
pray

» for those who are far from home, that they will be comforted, we pray

« for an increase in vocations to Church ministry, we pray

» for those who have died, that they will have the gift of eternal salvation, we pray

* and for your other intentions (pause)
for all our intentions spoken and unspoken, we pray

Almighty Father, you teach us by your Word, and you guide us by your Spirit. Hear our prayers, and
show us the new way of life in You. We pray through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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