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Dear Padre,
What is the signifi cance of the Holy Eucharist in our 
lives as Christians?
The Mass should be understood as the celebration of our 
union—our communion—with Christ and his Church, which is the 
body of Christ. The Mass presumes participants have an existing 
personal relationship with Christ. We were united to Christ 
through baptism. We have received his Holy Spirit, empowering 
us to carry out Christ’s threefold mission: the prophetic mission 
of announcing his message and denouncing sin; the priestly mission expressed in a life of prayer, self-sacrifi ce, 
and participation in the liturgy; and the kingly/servant mission expressed in service to God and neighbor.

For the Eucharist to be meaningful, we must fi rst experience a personal encounter with Christ—one that leads 
to personal conversion and a decision to live as disciples in community. Indeed, the Eucharist both celebrates 
and deepens our communion with Christ. The Eucharist also deepens our communion with fellow believers. 
“The Eucharist’s particular effectiveness in promoting communion is one of the reasons for the importance 
of Sunday Mass,” wrote Pope St. John Paul II in On the Eucharist in Its Relationship to the Church (Ecclesia de 
Eucharistia), 41. Without this loving, sharing community, the Mass becomes empty. Whenever we attend Mass 
and receive holy Communion, we should ask ourselves: Are we really in communion with Jesus and the body of 
Christ, his Christian community? If not, then we should seek this broader communion in our lives. ●
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Monday
June 8
Weekday
1 Kgs 17:1–6
Mt 5:1–12

Tuesday
June 9
Weekday
1 Kgs 17:7–16
Mt 5:13–16

Wednesday
June 10
Weekday
1 Kgs 18:20–39
Mt 5:17–19

Th ursday
June 11
St. Barnabas, 
Apostle
Acts 11:21b–26; 
13:1–3
Mt 5:20–26

Friday
June 12
The Most Sacred 
Heart of Jesus
Dt 7:6–11
1 Jn 4:7–16
Mt 11:25–30

Saturday
June 13
Weekday
1 Kgs 19:19–21
Mt 5:33–37

Sunday
June 14
Eleventh Sunday 
in Ordinary Time
Ex 19:2–6a
Rom 5:6–11
Mt 9:36—10:8

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
Together…we will feed on the Blessed Sacrament, 

adore him and carry him through the streets.… 

Strengthened by the food that God gives us, let us 

bring Jesus to the hearts of all, because Jesus involves 

everyone in his work of salvation by calling each of us 

to sit at his table. Blessed  are those who are called, for 

they become witnesses of this love!

HOMILY, ROME, JUNE 22, 2025JU
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All You Can Eat
MIGUEL DULICK

The “Bread of Life Discourse” in the sixth chapter of the Gospel of John is an astonishing teaching. “The bread 
that I will give is my fl esh for the life of the world” (John 6:51b). Creation was wonderful, the Incarnation was 

wonderful, but now Jesus takes the fi nal step in God’s coming ever closer to us human beings, as close as food, as 
intimate as  eating Christ’s body and drinking his blood. For us Catholics, it’s called transubstantiation: the Host—
something we hold in our hand—is so divine that we worship it!

The crowds listening to Jesus could not have imagined how you would “eat” (literally, “gnaw”) 
Jesus’ fl esh or drink his blood, and certainly not a whole year before the Last Supper (not to 
mention, hundreds of years before St. Thomas Aquinas). When surveys showed that many of 
today’s Catholics are just as confused and doubtful as the crowd at Capernaum, having lost faith 
or even interest in the Eucharist, the American bishops launched a search-and rescue mission to 
recover “The Mystery of the Eucharist in the Life of the Church,” published in 2021.

Paul bases the sacrament in our own experience. “The cup…that we bless” and “the bread that 
we break” create the ultimate reality: “we, though many, are one body”—of Christ! (See 1 Corinthians 10:16–17.) 
The priest says, “The Body of Christ,” and we respond, “Amen!” ●
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June 7, 2026

Th e Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi) (A)

Deuteronomy 8: 2–3, 14b–16a / 1 Corinthians 10:16–17 / John 6:51–58

[Jesus said,] “I am the living bread that came down from heaven; 
whoever eats this bread will live forever; and the bread that 

I will give is my fl esh for the life of the world.”
JOHN 6:51

Refl ect
What does  my “Amen” mean when I receive the Eucharist?
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EUCHARIST THIS WEEK

Monday 8:00 a.m. St. John
Wednesday 8:00 a.m. St. John
Friday 8:00 a.m. St. John

7:15 p.m. C.A.M.P.
Saturday 6:30 p.m. St. Bernard
Sunday 9:00 a.m. St. John

  11:30 a.m. St. Mark

St. John Neumann Church is open for private prayer
every day during daylight.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered
before each Eucharist or by appointment,

and at St. Bernard on Saturdays 5:30-6:00 p.m.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick

is available any time upon request.

To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement
agency, or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800-352-6513.

To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
to the Diocese, please contact the Diocese at 888-434-6237 or 304-233-0880.

To report suspected cases of sexual misconduct or sexual abuse by a bishop or eparch,
please contact  ReportBishopAbuse.org  or call 800-276-1562.

Lectionary for Mass for use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All
rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including
electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner.  Used with permission.

 OUR MISSION

They devoted themselves
to the teaching of the apostles
and to the communal life,
to the breaking of the bread
and to the prayers.
(Acts 2:42, NAB-RE)

ST. JOHN NEUMANN PARISH & CHURCH OFFICE, 714 Tenth Avenue, Marlinton WV 24954
ST. MARK THE EVANGELIST MISSION, 92 Catholic Church Road, Rts 250 & 92, Bartow WV 24920

ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX CHAPEL, 6332 Snowshoe Drive, Snowshoe WV 26209
Telephone:  St. John Neumann 304-799-6778, St. Bernard of Clairvaux 304-572-0847

Website:  PocahontasCatholic.org
E-mail:  Pastor@PocahontasCatholic.org

Please call the Church office (304-799-678) if you know of a parishioner who is
sick, in the hospital or nursing home, homebound, deployed, or in prison.

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE PASSAGE

“Unlike your ancestors who ate and still died,
whoever eats this bread will live forever."

(John 6:58, NAB-RE)

ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTES

• C.A.M.P. Wade (formerly the vicariate camp) is this week
(June 7-13) in Huttonsville.  Please keep the campers and
staff in your prayers for a fun-filled and faith-filled week. 

• Peter’s Pence collection is this weekend at St. John
Neumann and St. Mark the Evangelist.  This collection is
used by the Pope for charitable works throughout the
world.

• Consecration of the U.S.A. to the Sacred Heart of Jesus will be June 11 (Thursday),
to coincide with the 250th

anniversary of
the U.S.A.  The
devotion to
th e  S a c red
Heart of Jesus
e m p h a s i z e s
Christ’s love,
mercy, and
kingship over

human hearts and societies.
• Family Resource Network Mobile

Food Pantry at BFD fire station in Green Bank is Wednesday (June 10) from 10-
11:30 a.m.  Please remain in your vehicle and have your vehicle
trunk or back empty and clean, to help us load quickly and safely.

• Community Dinner and Marlinton Care Team planning meeting is
this Thursday (June 11) at 6:00 p.m. at Marlinton Presbyterian
Church.  We welcome new volunteers and new ideas.

• Garden plants are still available:  Help yourself.

LAST WEEKEND

                                       attendance     collection

St. John Neumann 41 $1,080.00

   Fund for the Poor $20.00

St. Mark the Evangelist 20 $404.00

   Catholic Sharing Appeal $315.00

St. Bernard of Clairvaux 18 $200.00

   Fund for the Poor $10.00

total 79 $2,029.00



CORPUS CHRISTI SUNDAY - YEAR A

First Reading (Deuteronomy 8:2-3, 14b-16a)

Moses said to the people:
"Remember how for forty years now the LORD, 
your God,
has directed all your journeying in the desert,
so as to test you by affliction
and find out whether or not it was your intention
to keep his commandments.
He therefore let you be afflicted with hunger,
and then fed you with manna,
a food unknown to you and your fathers,
in order to show you that 
not by bread alone does one live,
but by every word that comes forth 
from the mouth of the LORD.

"Do not forget the LORD, your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
that place of slavery;
who guided you through the vast and terrible desert
with its saraph serpents and scorpions,
its parched and waterless ground;
who brought forth water for you from the flinty rock
and fed you in the desert with manna,
a food unknown to your fathers."

Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20,
Grail translation)

Response: Praise the Lord, Jerusalem.

O praise the Lord, Jerusalem!
Zion, praise your God!
He has strengthened the bars of your gates,
he has blessed the children within you.

He established peace on your borders,
he feeds you with finest wheat.
He sends out his word to the earth
and swiftly runs his command.

He makes his word known to Jacob,
to Israel his laws and decrees.
He has not dealt thus with other nations;
he has not taught them his decrees.

Second Reading (1 Corinthians 10:16-17)

Brothers and sisters:
The cup of blessing that we bless,
is it not a participation in the blood of Christ?
The bread that we break,
is it not a participation in the body of Christ?
Because the loaf of bread is one,
we, though many, are one body,
for we all partake of the one loaf.

Sequence (Lauda Sion, short form)

Lo! the angel’s food is given
To the pilgrim who has striven;
    see the children’s bread from heaven,
    which on dogs may not be spent.

Truth the ancient types fulfilling,
Isaac bound, a victim willing,
    Paschal lamb, its lifeblood spilling,
    manna to the fathers sent.

Very bread, good shepherd, tend us,
Jesu, of your love befriend us,
    You refresh us, you defend us,
    Your eternal goodness send us
In the land of life to see.

You who all things can and know,
Who on earth such food bestow,
    Grant us with your saints, though lowest,
    Where the heav’nly feast you show,
Fellow heirs and guests to be. Amen. Alleluia.

Gospel Acclamation (John 6:51)

I am the living bread that came down from heaven,
says the Lord;

whoever eats this bread will live forever.



Gospel (John 6:51-58)

Jesus said to the Jewish crowds:
"I am the living bread that came down from heaven;
whoever eats this bread will live forever;
and the bread that I will give
is my flesh for the life of the world."

The Jews quarreled among themselves, saying,
"How can this man give us his flesh to eat?"
Jesus said to them,
"Amen, amen, I say to you,
unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man 
and drink his blood,
you do not have life within you.
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood
has eternal life,
and I will raise him on the last day.
For my flesh is true food,
and my blood is true drink.
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood
remains in me and I in him.
Just as the living Father sent me
and I have life because of the Father,
so also the one who feeds on me
will have life because of me.
This is the bread that came down from heaven.
Unlike your ancestors who ate and still died,
whoever eats this bread will live forever."

Reflection (2020)

When I was a graduate student at LSU, I was on the
city bus one day on my way to campus, and two very
drunk men got on.  They were loudly talking about
how hungry they were.  The rest of the bus, men and
women on their way to campus to work at fraternities
and sororities, talked among themselves about these
two drunk men, but then, one after another, they started
passing parts of their bagged lunch forward to them: 
an apple, a sandwich, a drink, food that they needed for
their own lunch.

Today is the Feast of the Body and Blood of Jesus. 
He feeds us.  His Body and Blood in the Eucharist
feeds our souls.  His Gospel feeds our hearts.  His sun
and rain feeds the crops which feed our bodies.  None
of us deserves any of this, but He feeds us anyway.

The men and women on the bus in Baton Rouge
could easily have said that those two men didn’t
deserve to have food, they wasted their money on
alcohol.  They could have said their food was their
lunch, and they had nothing else to eat at work.  They
might have thought that and they might have said that. 

But instead, they acted generously and without
judgment, and they fed the hungry.

Reflection (2023)

In the early days of the Church, Christians were called
atheists and cannibals:  atheists because they would not
worship the Roman gods, cannibals because they
believed the Eucharist was the body and blood of
Christ.

On this feast of the Body and Blood of Christ,
traditionally called Corpus Christi, how many
Christians actually believe that the Eucharist is the
body and blood of Christ, and how many think it is
merely a symbol?

When Jesus said “the bread that I will give is my
flesh,” the Jews asked “how can this man give us his
flesh to eat?"  Rather than saying it was only a
symbolic eating of his flesh, Jesus insisted “unless you
eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood,
you do not have life within you.”

At the Last Supper, Jesus took bread and said “this
is my Body,” and he took the cup of wine and said
“this is my blood.”  The fact that the bread and the
wine remain physically bread and wine might make it
hard for us to believe it has become the body and blood
of Jesus.  But it has, because reality is more than
appearance, just like you are more than what you
appear to be.  So we believe that the substance of the
bread and wine become the substance of the Body and
Blood of Jesus, and we believe that in faith because
that is what Jesus said.  No other reason.

Reflection (2026)

The Gospel passage today ends with the words
“whoever eats this bread will live forever.”  Well, we
know that our life on earth is not forever, so how can
we live forever?

I guess we shouldn’t forget that our life begins at
conception in the womb, changes at birth to life outside
the womb, and then continues at death with eternal life. 
So whoever eats the body and blood of the Lord, the
“cup of blessing... [and] the bread we break,” to use St.
Paul’s words, we participate in the body and blood of
the Lord, and we participate in his eternal life in
heaven.  So we live forever. 



7 June 2026
Corpus Christi Sunday - Year A

Penitential Rite

Lord Jesus, you are the living bread from heaven:  Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you are the cup of our salvation:  Christ have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you feed us with your Body and Blood:  Lord, have mercy.
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins,

and bring us to everlasting life.

Prayer of the Faithful

Almighty Father, as we gather for this service of thanksgiving, we ask you to hear our prayers:

• for the leaders of the Church, that they will spread the love of the Lord
throughout the world, we pray

• for the political leaders of our country, that they will promote peace and
reconciliation, we pray

• for all campers and staff at C.A.M.P. Wade this week, for a fun-filled and faith-
filled week, we pray

• for peace in places of war, and for the conversion of those who promote
violence, we pray

• for those who have died, that they will be saved, we pray
• and for your other intentions  

(pause)

for all our intentions spoken and unspoken, we pray

Loving Father, you give us lasting food for our body and for our soul.  Hear our prayers and lead
us to follow your ways.  We pray through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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